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Recent geological prospecting by North Korea’s developmental agencies in partnership with Australian companies
has been framed as an engagement with the ultimate opaque resource frontier. This paper seeks to
challenge/reframe this notion of opacity through continued analysis of a collection of geological and development-
focused documentation sourced from the Record Group 242, of the United States National Archives. This material
obtained by US Army document gatherers during Pyongyang’s occupation in late 1950 provides an extraordinary
window into the developmental possibilities conceptualized by North Korea and partners during the brief period from
Liberation to the outbreak of the Korean War.

Building upon developmental imperatives of the Government General of Chosen and the legacy of mineralogical
colonialism throughout the Korean Peninsula, this paper encounters within the collection a landscape of institutional
optimism in the field. Pyongyang, technicians from the Soviet Union and elsewhere where not only tasked with
harnessing North Korea’s geological capacity, but the creation of a new developmental and social terrain. Analysis of
blueprints from the collection reveal in detail new facilities, communities and infrastructure in outline. Previous work
on this collection by the author has sought to project forward this infrastructure’s productive capacity and connect
with current analysis of the Yongju deposit. However this neglects the contemporary “lived reality” of the spaces and
places of Soviet and North Korea mineralogical interaction, as both nations sought, as evidenced by this collection, a
configuration of both nation and society which served the interests of an internationally minded ‘socialist modern’.
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MuHepanoruyeckue penbedbl COLMANUCTUYECKON MOBCEOHEBHOCTU: reonoropa3sBeAoyHble naHAawadThbl
CesepHon Kopeu n Poccun, 1945—1950 rr. n3 konnekuuu TpodeiHbIX 4OKYMEHTOB

PoGepT YuHCTaHNK-YecTepc, JOKTOP HayK, Hay4HbIN COTPYAHMK LLKOMbI uctopum KynbTypbl U s3blka, A3natcko-
TuxookeaHCKoro Konnexa ABCTPArMIMCKOro HaLMOHANbHOMO YHWBEPCUTETA, BHELUTATHBIA HAYYHbIA COTPYAHWK
LLkonbl reorpachum Jinackoro YHueepcuteta, KaHbeppa, Asctpanus.
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HepaBHue reonornyeckue nsbickaHusi, NpoBEeAEHHbIE reorioropasBefoyHbIMM yupexaeHusmn CesepHon Kopen
COBMECTHO C ABCTPanMMCKMMM KOMNaHUsMUW, paHee Bbinu npeacTaBneHbl Kak NpurialleHne K COTpYaHUYEeCTBY
C COBEPLUEHHO HEMpO3payHO KapTUHOW CbipbeBOW nepudpepun. B gaHHOW cTaTbe [enaetcs nonbiTka
KpUTUKI/NepecmMoTpa AaHHOMO NOAX0AA Ha OCHOBaHMM NPOLOIKUTENBHOTO aHanm3a CobpaHHOM reonorm4yeckoi
N VHXEHEPHON OOKYMEHTauuu, nonyydeHHon u3 6noka 3anucen 242 u3 [ocypapctBeHHoro apxusa CLUA.
[aHHbln MaTepuan, HaigeHHbln cooplymkamn gokymeHtoB apmun CLUA Bo Bpemst okkynmauum [xeHbsiHa B
KoHue 1950-x IT., Mo3BONsSET yBWUAETb MEPCreKTUBbI pasBuTus, HameueHHble CeepHoi Kopeen un eé
napTHEpamm BO BpeMs kopoTkoro nepuoga OcsoboxaeHns 1 4o Havana Kopeickom BOMHbI.

Ha ocHoBaHWM WMMNepaTMBOB MPOMBILLNEHHOTO PasBUTUS, MPUHATBIX BO BPEMEHa SMNOHCKOro reHeparn-
rybepHaTopCTBa, U Hacnegus MWHeparnorMyeckoro KoroHuanuama Ha Koperckom nomyocTpoBe, B pamkax
uccnepoBaHun Bbin BbisiBNEH Habop naHAwadToB, NPeACTaBSIOWMX WMHPPACTPYKTYPHbIA  MNOTEHLMan
9KCNyaTaLMOHHbIX BO3MOXHOCTEN. [MXEHbsH, a Takke TexHudeckun nepcoHan u3 Cosetckoro Cotosa v apyrix
CTpaH CTaBUNM 3afady He TONMbKO OCBOWTb reorornyeckui noteHyuan CesepHon Kopew, HO 1 co3gaTb HOBbIN
MPOU3BOACTBEHHBIN M COUMarnbHbI NaHAwadT. AHanua yepTexeid M3 cOOpaHHOM KOMMeKuwWM no3BonseT
[eTanbHO NpeacTaBUTb HOBbIE MOLLHOCTW, CTPYKTYPY COLManbHOW OpraHu3aunn W Jaxe CXemMaTWYHO BCHO
WHpacTpykTypy B uenom. lMpedblaywas paboTta aBTopa Hap AaHHOW Konnekuuei Obina HanpaBneHa Ha
W3yyeHne nPOW3BOACTBEHHOrO MOTeHUMana WHGPaCTPYKTypbl B COEOMHEHUM C aKTyarlbHbIM aHanu3oMm
MecTopoxaeHns Mormky. OHaKO Takoil MOAXOL, HE YYMTHIBAET KUCTUHHYIO PearnbHOCTbY MPOCTPAHCTB U MECT
COBETCKOrO 1 CEBEPOKOPENCKOro B3auMOAENCTBMS B CHEpPE MMHEpanorum, mnockorbky 06e CTpaHbl, kak
MOKa3sbIBalOT AaHHbIE KOMMEKLWA, CTPEMUMNCH K TaKOW OpraHW3aLMOHHON CTPYKTYpe rocyaapcTea v obLecTsa,
KoTopas oTBevana Obl WX BHELUHEMOMMTUMYECKUM MHTEpECaM, OPWUEHTUPOBAHHbIM Ha «COLMANMCTUYECKUN
MOJEPH».

KnioueBble cnoBa: CesepHas Kopes, BsaumogencTsue Poccum u CesepHoit Kopew, fobblda mnomnesHbix
UCKOMaeMbIX, UCTOUHUKOBEAEHNE.

“The REE resource potential of the DPRK [North Korea], while estimated to be
massive has only been lightly explored to date. Given the major economic significance of
the effective utilisation of these important minerals to the DPRK, we look forward to working
in close co-operation with our partner to progress the development of this excellent
opportunity” [37].

<...>

North Korea’s developmental and mineralogical terrains of course do not emerge
fully formed from the will and mind of Kim Il Sung. Accordingly a brief historical overview of
mineralogical and geological exploration in the Northern half of the Korean peninsula is



necessary. This paper will arrive in temporal and geographic terms near to sites such as the
Ch'olsan Uranium mine where Russian and Soviet technicians and geologists worked with
North Korean counterparts from 1947 to extract monazite and engage in survey and
assessment work [40, p. 26]. However this moment was by no means the first time the
Korean Peninsula was considered from the mineralogical, geological or geodesic
perspective.

<...>
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